WEID Newsletter......

WE CARE ABOUT LAWN CARE

Summer is around the corner! As the temperatures rise,
so does the need to keep your lawn well watered. But,
instead of just sticking a sprinkler in the middle of your
yard and hoping for the best, here's some tips on the
right way to water your lawn.

1. Water Your Grass Only When It Needs It

If you don't water your lawn correctly, you could run the risk of under or overwatering your lawn,
which could contribute to the development of fungus and disease. Some types of grass require more
water than others, and factors such as temperature, humidity, and wind can dramatically affect how fre-
quently you need to water your lawn. Fortunately, the most accurate way to determine whether your
lawn needs water is also the easiest: just look at the grass:

e When grass needs water, it will begin to take on a blue-gray tint, and the older leaf blades on
the plant will begin to curl up or wilt.

e Footprints will remain on the grass for longer than usual, as the grass won't "bounce back."

e  When 30 to 50% of your lawn shows these symptoms, it's time to water.

2. Know When To Water

The time of day that you water is just as important as how much you water. Early in the morning is the
ideal time to water for most lawns. There's less wind, less hot sun, and your lawn has a full day to dry.
Watering at night invites mildew and fungus. In the hot afternoon, much of your water can be lost to
wind and evaporation.

3. Water Evenly

Sprinklers are finicky. They don't always put water down equally. To make sure water is going where
it's supposed to, place a few empty soup cans around your lawn, and run your sprinkler for about 20
minutes. If water collects evenly in the cans, you know your sprinkler is doing its job.

4. How Long Is Long Enough?

Your lawn needs about 1-2 inches of water per week. Each time you water, you should aim for the wa-
ter to absorb about 6 inches into the dirt to make sure that the roots of the grass are well hydrated. How
long that will take depends on the slope of your yard, weather conditions, and various other factors. The
best way to tell is to water your lawn for about 20-30 minutes. After that time, turn off the water and
stick an 8-inch screwdriver into the ground. If it goes in easily, -
you're done. If not, you need to water some more.

5. Know When to Stop Watering

You can water carefully and properly, but if the water isn't ab-
sorbed, your efforts are wasted. Watch out for water running
off the grass and into your driveway or street. If that happens,
turn off the sprinklers and let your lawn absorb the water for
about 20-30 minutes before turning back on again. And this
goes without saying, but aim your sprinklers to water just the
lawn. That's the part that needs the moisture—not the sidewalk
or street! Slight adjustments to your sprinklers can save a lot
of water. Ideally, you shouldn't water your sidewalk, patio,
street, or driveway at all.
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STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARED
FOR OREGON COUNTIES

State of Emergency - Umatilla, Union and Wallowa
Counties

Governor Brown declared a state of emergency on Fri-
day, February 7, in three Oregon counties due to severe
flooding, increased snowmelt, landslides and erosion.
Representatives from Oregon's Office of Emergency
Management, the State Fire Marshal, ODOT, Oregon Na-
tional Guard, Oregon Health Authority, Lincoln and
Deschutes Counties, the American Red Cross and FEMA
are among partners who will support the response.

The Storm Setup: Periods of rainfall and warm temper-
atures combined to cause flooding along the Umatilla
River and other tributaries in the northeast portion of Or-
egon, with multiple gages having the highest recorded
stream height.

Effects of the Storm: Interstate 84 was closed for multi-
ple miles due to flooding in the area. Road closures on
the Interstate were in effect from 2/6/2020 through
2/11/2020. Road closures continue to exist on local coun-
ty roads with bridge assessments ongoing.

The state of Oregon supplied Blackhawk and Chinook
helicopters to assist with aerial rescue and reconnaissance
of trapped residents and responders in the area of impact.

Community Impacts: The Umatilla County EOC con-
tinues to be active with joint support from city, county,
state, and federal partners. Focus continues to be on en-
suring the recovery programs related to citizen needs are
fully engaged.

Food, Water and Sheltering Status. The Pendleton
Convention Center opened for sheltering operations and
planned Multi-Agency Recovery Coordination Center is
in effect. The shelter is supporting over 250 individuals
with an average of 200 meals a day. Overnight residents
are consistent around 17 to 19 individuals staying over-
night.

Emergency Funds: Restoration funds due to the flod-
ding may be available for farmers. This is being coordi-
nated through the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) of-
fice. Contact them at 541-278-8049 X2. Federal funds
may be come available. Contact Umatilla Emergency
Operations Center at 541-966-3671 and ask for damage
assessment/recovery assistance.

Three Mile Falls Dam as log jam was building up.
Fortunately, the log jam broke and the rushing
water sent logs and debris over the dam. Thus
far, no visible damage to WEID facilities.

Westland ID diversion area, washed out with
mud and rocks left. Lots of cleam-up to do.



