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DISTRICT

WATER START-UP

MAIN CANAL: It is too early to plan a
specific start-up day, as who knows what the
weather will do.  District crews plan to
have the upper main canal ready to run wa-
ter the week of March 15. Those irrigators
needing to clean their headgate areas or do
any repair work on their screens or outlets
should have that work done by March 14.

IRRIGON SYSTEM/PUMP STATIONS:
Start-up for the Irrigon pressurized system
and District’s pump stations is also weather
dependent. The systems will be ready to
start the week of April 5 with likely start-up
date between April 6 and 15. The District
will keep an eye on the weather and soil
moisture in order to make the final decision.

Please contact the office in early April for an
update or check the website:

WwWWw.westextension.com

To prepare for water start-up, make sure
your valve is closed. The District valve
should be left open. The District only shuts
its valve in case of emergencies.

OFFICE IS OPEN: You need to wear a
mask and we can have one customer at a
time, but we are Open!!!

DISTRICT EMERGENCY NUMBERS
DAY -541-922-3814
EVE & WEEKENDS—541-314-0005

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG—Dial 811
Digsafelyoregon.com

FEE INCREASE

The Board of Directors made a tough decision
to increase the annual rates. There has not
been an O&M increase since 2015 and you can
imagine that our costs have continued to climb.
In 2015, we completed a $600,000 project to
upgrade the pump screens for the Irrigon pump-
ing stations and took out a loan . The follow-
ing year, we started piping the Boardman lat-
erals. While we have federal grants for the pip-
ing projects, they are matched with District la-
bor, equipment and funds. We are working off
a line of credit now and will need to take out a
loan before long. Here are the 2021 rates.

ANNUAL FEES:
Account Charge $ 380.00 per account
Per Acre Charge 55 .00 per acre

Pressurization Chg 27.50 per acre/min
IPS Improvement Chg 16.50 per acre/min
UPS Improvement Chg 11.50 per acre/min
Legal Account Fund 5.00 per acre/min

Bottom line, it’s a $30 increase on the account
charge, $3 per acre and $2.50 per acre for the
pressurization fees.

TWO VALVE SYSTEM: This is a reminder
that District deliveries require a two-valve sys-
tem. The first (District) valve is buried. It is
only for use and operation by District crews.
The landowner is required to have a master
shutoff valve beyond that for their use. We rec-
ommend gate valves.  Unfortunately, some
folks are still using the District valves. Repairs
to District valves caused by irrigator use will be
billed back to the landowner. Please check
your system and make sure your valve is work-
ing. Now is the time for any repairs.




DISTRICT PAYMENT PLANS

Many landowners are taking advantage of the payment plans offered by the District. They
need to be made with the office and must be in writing prior to March 25. If you start later
than March 25, you must catch up the March payment. Here are the payment plans:

SIX MONTH PLAN: Six (6) monthly payments, March - August. If your account also has a
power bill charged in December, this can be added on to the payment arrangements.

TWELVE MONTH PLAN: Twelve (12) monthly payments, to include annual
charges and an estimate of the annual power bill if applicable, available to land-
owners on a fixed income.

Interest does not accrue on these accounts, if payment arrangements are kept.

PAYING YOUR DISTRICT BILL

There are many ways to pay your District bill. Whether you pay all, half, or are paying on a
payment plan, here are your options:

1) Pay at the office. Cash, check, money order, credit/debit. If you are bringing cash, please
try to have close to the exact amount. We will provide a receipt for cash payments. Deb-
it/credit will be charged a 3.0 % fee. If you have your account number, great. Ifnot, we
can look it up.

2) Drop payment through the mail slot in front door. You can drop check or money order
through the slot in the office front door at any time.

3) Pay by mail. Check or money Include your account number on your payment.

4) Pay by phone. You can use your credit/debit card to pay by phone. Fee is 3.0%.

5) Pay on-line. This is new:

ON-LINE PAYMENTS NOW ACCEPTED

On January 1** WEID went live with on-line payments. Go to our website
www.westextension.com and look for the button in the menu bar at the top of the page.

Fees are: 3.0% for credit/debit cards and $3.00 for e-check. (This is a decrease from 3.8% fee
charged previously)

You will need your account number and the amount you want to pay. You will find this on your
most recent bill or call the office.
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Dxre you thinking of putting in a fence, sprinkler system, new shop or other
outbuilding? Here are three things to consider. 1) If the District has a bur-
. ied pipe on or near your property, give us a call. We want to keep our pipes

I clear. 2) If you are installing a new sprinkler system, be sure to install it

within District guidelines. 3) Don’t forget to CALL BEFORE YOU DIG.

Call 811 at least 2 full business days before you dig. Check out the website
I at https://digsafelyoregon.com. Guidelines are provided for marking your
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