West Extension Irrigation District

Fall Newsletter
September 2021

System Shutdown Information

Irrigon Pressurized & Non-Pressure Systems & Division Pump Station
Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021

Pump Stations off the main canal
Wednesday, October 13, 2021

Main Canal - Umatilla, South Irrigon, Boardman
Wednesday, October 29, 2021

SHUTDOWNS WILL START AT 7:00 A.M.
IF WEATHER TURNS COLD/ WET, SHUTDOWN MAY OCCUR EARLIER

YOUR SYSTEM SHUTDOWN:
Don’t forget to drain and winterize your system.
If you have a meter, remove or winterize it.
Be sure to call the final meter reading into office.

PUMPING SURCHARGE FEE

For 2021, the surcharge is $4 per acre with a $5 minimum. The due date for this surcharge is De-
cember 30, 2021. Irrigators with power bills will see this fee on their power bill statement which
comes out in November. For others, the bill will come out soon.

Annually, the Board prepares its budget, with its best estimate for pumping costs (the cost of getting
the water from the river into our delivery system). That cost is unknown at the time of the budget
(which establishes our annual assessment). Rather than set an arbitrary number and collect money
from our patrons up front that may not be needed, the Board sets a reasonable amount knowing that
we will have to come back to our patrons in the fall to pay excess pumping. This pumping sur-
charge is needed to cover additional pumping costs for this irrigation season.

When the District shuts down for winter, we recommend that you get any repair or replacement
work on your system done right away. Prior to shut-off, take a look at your system for leaka and
any repairs you want to do. You may need to order some parts ahead to time, so be sure to allow
time for that. Don’t forget that the District has a nozzle exchange program where you can exchange
your worn nozzles for new 1/8-inch nozzles at no cost. :



WATER REPORT - PUMPING COSTS
The District gets its water from the Umatilla River and two pumping stations on the Colum-
bia River. The Irrigon pump station delivers water season-long to 1144 acres. The Umatilla
pump station is the supplemental supply for the 9235 acres off the main canal, and is used
when the Umatilla River cannot supply enough water for our irrigators. We usually pump
that water from mid-June to mid-September. This year, we started the pumped water on May
24 and continued to the end of the September. The cost of our pumped water varies from
year to year and is a very large part of our annual budget. The listing below shows a history
of the water delivered to our patrons and the pumping costs of that water.

Year TTL Water Water % of water Annual

Delivered in pumped in pumped pumping cost
acre-feet acre-feet

2007 44237 17,981 40.6% $ 191,175

2008 44,089 9,964 22.6% $ 81,578

2009 42,225 10,177 24.1% $ 75,666

2010 39,779 12,034 30.2% $ 112,537

2011 40,765 8,556 21.0% $ 63,984

2012 * 40,917 11,615 28.4% $122.773 %

2013 40,465 13,914 33.1% $ 177,884

2014 * 42,560 15,029 35.8% $ 193,661 *

2015 * 41,541 20,628 50.1% $298,370 *

2016 * 42,278 18,835 44.4% $264,478 *

2017 38,699 13,333 34.5% $ 175,296

2018 * 40,480 16,950 41.9% $238,872 *

2019 36,887 11,551 31.3% $ 147,671

2020 36,794 10,785 34.1% $ 131,728

2021 * 44344 16,737 37.7% $ 240,207 *

Years marked with asterisk (*) indicates a pump surcharge for that year.

. BE SURE TO CHECK THE DISTRICT WEBSITE FOR

I UPDATED INFORMATION AND FOR IDEAS ON I
HOW TO MAINTAIN AND CARE FOR YOUR SYSTEM. )

i WINTERIZING INFORMATION HAS JUST BEEN POSTED. I
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HOMEOWNERS CAN CONSERVE WATER

Using water efficiently is important, particularly during our hot and dry summers. By irrigating more efficiently
and using water-wise landscaping, you can help conserve water.

Outdoor Water Conservation Tips

® Avoid watering pavement or surfaces where water can be lost to evaporation. Redirect your sprinklers, if necessary.

e Regularly check your irrigation system for leaks, including meters, filters, sprinkler nozzles and valves.

® Water in the early morning. This is the best time of day to water, because it’s often less windy, and excess water left on
plant leaves can dry off during the day, helping to prevent against disease.
Apply mulch around plants to help retain soil moisture. Bark, rocks, stones, and wood chips are all good options.

® Use a higher mowing height setting. The longer the grass, the deeper the roots. This helps the grass to absorb and store
water, making your lawn healthier and more weed-resistant.

e Leave your grass clippings behind when you mow. They add nutrients to the soil.

How to Irrigate Efficiently

How should I water perennials and shrubs? Water perennials, trees, and shrubs deeply every 3 to 4 days instead of more
frequent shallow watering. This encourages deeper roots, making the plants more drought-tolerant.

If I want to water my grass, how should I do it? Grass typically needs to be watered to a depth of 6 to 8 inches and may re-
quire as much as 2 inches of water per week during the hottest summer months. Here are some tips.

1. Make sure you are not overwatering. If the ground feels water-logged or spongy, or you notice runoff or puddles, you
may be overwatering.

Avoid frequent watering. This results in shallow roots. It is better to water less often for a longer period of time.
Make sure your sprinklers are not over-spraying. Adjust the sprinklers if they are,
Prevent a buildup of thatch. Thatch consists of dead stems, roots, and leaf tissue (excluding lawn mower clippings).

When thatch builds up, it reduces water movement to the soil. You can reduce the amount of thatch by aerating the lawn
then adding a thin layer of compost.

e L

How do I know how much water I am using on my lawn? To measure water use, you will need two lawn watering gauges,
or two empty cans (tuna cans work well). Place them on your lawn and measure the water from your irrigation.

Water Wise Landscaping

Water-wise landscaping, also called xeriscaping, emphasizes plants with low water needs, groups plants with similar water
requirements together, and uses efficient irrigation practices. Grass can be part of a water-wise landscape depending on the
amount of grass, type of grass, site preparation, and irrigation practice used.

Tips for practicing water-wise landscaping:

e  Use native plants and plants with low water needs. Learn what plants and shrubs in the area are native or require little
water. Changing out some lawn to low-water use trees and shrubs will save water and look great in your yard.

e Create hydrozones.Organize your landscape into different zones that have plants with the same water, soil, and sunlight
requirements. This helps avoid over- or under-watering,

e  Use drip systems: Install drip irrigation for trees and shrubs,

e Reduce grass. Plant grass only in high-use or play areas that are large and relatively flat. Avoid planting grass along nar-
row paths and foundations where use of the grass is minimal but the water needs remain high. Instead, save water by
choosing water-wise plants for these low-use areas. Also, avoid planting grass on steep slopes where water can run off
before being absorbed by the soil.

e Irrigate efficiently. Use irrigation equipment and a watering schedule that maximizes water conservation while providing
sufficient water for plants.

° Amend the soil. When planting non-native plants, add soil amendments (organic matter) to areas you are planting to im-
prove initial root establishment, which improves the drought tolerance of the plantings.

e Use mulch around plants. Mulch to reduce evaporation; reduce weeds; moderate soil temperature; prevent erosion.

e Practice regular maintenance. Maintenance includes checking soil moisture, inspecting your irrigation systems for leaks,
and mulching.
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Your Delivery System - Your Responsibilitiy

Each irrigator is responsible to assure they can take water within the irrigation allotment.
Rate of delivery is 8.5 gallons per minute (gpm)
4.5 cfs at the point of delivery for flood irrigators on an every other week schedule

The District crews contacted many of you this year for over use, and we found that some have sys-
tems that are outdated or have not been maintained. During this off-season, we ask you all to as-
sure your system or flood ditch is in good repair and matches the District’s delivery allotment.

For those on pressurized systems, check for the double-valve system. The first valve, closest
to the District mainline, is for District use only. You need your own valve downstream for your
own use. Many folks have not kept their valves in repair or taken them out over the years. Please
make sure you have that double-valve system.

Flood irrigators—clean your ditches and fix your headgates so you can use your water to its
best use. Many folks need to work on their ditches and deliveries and are taking extra water in order
to cover their ground..

Gravity flow irrigators—Check your headgates and systems this offseason. Many of the
steel pipes are starting to leak. Headgaes are rusting out. The facilities and screens at the canal are
your responsibility to maintain.

If you have any questions about your system, contact the District office and we will provide infor-
mation and direction to you.




