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System Shutdown Information

Irrigon Pressurized & Non-Pressure Systems
Wednesday, October 17, 2018

Southshore Drive, Boardman Pump Stations
Tuesday, October 23, 2018

Main Canal - Umatilla, South Irrigon, Boardman
Tuesday, October 30, 2018

SHUTDOWNS WILL START AT 7:00 A.M.
IF WEATHER TURNS COLD/ WET, SHUTDOWN MAY OCCUR EARLIER

YOUR SYSTEM SHUTDOWN:
Don’t forget to drain and winterize your system.
If you have a meter, remove or winterize it.
Be sure to call the final meter reading into office.

SPECIAL FEE—PUMPING & HERBICIDE SURCHARGE

For 2018, the surcharge is $8 per acre with a $10 minimum. The due date for this sur-
charge is December 30, 2018. Irrigators with power bills will see this fee on their power bill
statement which comes out in November.

Annually, the Board prepares its budget, with its best estimate for pumping costs (the cost
of getting the water from the river into our delivery system). That cost is unknown at the
time of the budget (which establishes our annual assessment). Rather than set an arbi-
trary number and collect money from our patrons up front that may not be needed, the
Board sets a reasonable amount knowing that we may have to come back to our patrons in
the fall to pay excess pumping. $6 of the 2018 surcharge is needed to cover additional
pumping costs for this irrigation season.

The additional $2 is for the increased costs of aquatic weed control. This was a terrible
year for weeds.. We used all of our carry-over from 2017 plus had to purchase additional
product during this season. Much thanks to all of you who had to fight the weeds most of
the summer. We will definitely try to get ahead ot them next year and will assure all our
screens are in good repair prior to the season and know you will do the same.



WATER REPORT - PUMPING COSTS

The District gets its water from the Umatilla River and two pumping stations on the Colum-
bia River. The Irrigon station delivers water season-long to 1144 acres. The Umatilla station
is the supplemental supply for the 9235 acres off the main canal, and is used when the
Umatilla River cannot supply enough water for our irrigators. We usually pump that water
from mid-June to mid-September. This year, we started the pumped water on May 24 and
continued to the end of the September. The cost of our pumped water varies from year to
year and is a very large part of our annual budget. The listing below shows a history of the
water delivered to our patrons and the pumping costs of that water.

Year TTL Water Water % of water Annual
Delivered in pumped in pumped pumping cost
acre-feet acre-feet

2003 42,536 15,807 37.2% $ 132,157

2004 40,135 12,027 30.0% $118,144

2005 41,761 17,600 42.1% $ 164,143

2006 42,984 12,737 29.6% $ 123,757

2007 44,237 17,981 40.6% $ 191,175

2008 44,089 9,964 22.6% § 81,578

2009 42,225 10,177 24.1% $ 75,666

2010 39,779 12,034 30.2% $ 112,537

2011 40,765 8,556 21.0% $ 63,984

2012 * 40,917 11,615 28.4% $ 122,773 *

2013 40,465 13,914 33.1% $177,884

2014 * 42,560 15,029 35.8% $ 193,661 *

2015 * 41,541 20,628 50.1% $298,370 *

2016 * 42,278 18,835 44.4% $264,478 *

2017 38,699 13,333 34.5% $ 175,296

2018 * 40,480 16,950 41.9% $ 238,872 *

Years marked with asterisk (*) indicates a pump surcharge for that year.

From this information, you can see that our water demand (amount needed by our patrons) is
fairly level from year to year and the pumping cost of that water fluctuates. From a manage-
ment standpoint, we are very pleased to see that although the cost of water has increased, the
amount of water used during this drought year is less than that used in the previous drought
years of 2014-2016.. This is due to the water conservation efforts done by our patrons and
the District (scheduling, pipeline, meters).




DISTRICT WATER MANAGEMENT & CONSERVATION PROGRAM (WMCP)

The District has been actively seeking federal funding for work under their WMCP. This plan is a
working document that outlines WEID’s priorities for water conservation, management drought con-
cerns and water availability. It is available on our website if you want to look at it.

As stated in our October 2015 newsletter and each newsletter since, we are piping the Boardman lat-
erals for water / conservation / maintenance savings. We are working with Morrow County Soil and
Water Conservation District to provide assistance to the landowners. Each group of landowners will be
contacted regarding the project, including easements, fencing and deliveries, as their project gets closer.

Here is a list of Boardman piping projects completed:

LATERAL 7 (Rippee Road): 4320 feet piped resulting in 410 acre-feet of water saved in Winer 2016.
LATERAL 11 (Laurel Lane): 3700 feet piped resulting in 239 acre-feet of water saved in Winter 2017
and pressurized delivery to 160 acres.

Here are the projects where we have received federal funding assistance and are scheduled:

LATERAL 9 and the north end of LATERAL 5: 4600 feet will be piped this Fall/Winter 2019 for an
estimated water savings of 202 acre-feet. The Hamilton pump station will be upgraded as part of this
work and about 30 acres added to that pump station for pressurized delivery.

LATERAL 12/ 13: 4400 will be piped and pressurized during fall/winter of 2019-2020.
LATERAL 15: 9740 will be piped and pressurized during the fall/winter of 2020-2021.

LATERAL 17/18: 10,000’ will be piped and pressurized during the fall/winter of 2021-2022.

Total water savings from the 12 through 18 project is 1986 acre-feet. Laterals 13 and 18 will be taken
out of service. We will start meeting with folks from these laterals this winter.

NEW WATER:

The District started receiving water from the City of Hermiston’s Water Treatment Facility in 2016.
We receive approximately 139 acre-feet monthly from May to the end of October.

We will start receiving industrial wastewater used for cooing in local data centers from the City of
Umatilla in 2019. This water is intermittent, but available during warm to hot days. This will start off
at 700 gpm, and we anticipate increase as more centers are brought on-line.

We continue to look for new sources of water and are considering pumping some of the Boardman
groundwater.

TRANSFERRED WATER

We continue to work with landowners who cannot or are not using all their water to transfer it to farm-
ers that will use the water. This will keep the irrigation costs down for those with smaller acres and will
allow more farmland to develop, which helps the local economy. Anyone interested in a water right
transfer either off or on should get on the waiting list by contacting the office.

Under State Law, water must be put to beneficial use (use without waste) for irrigation at least one year
out of five. In this day and age, we as water managers must monitor the water and contact those who
may not be using water. It is important that all water rights within the District remain viable.
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Your Delivery System - Your Responsibilitiy

Each irrigator is responsible to assure they can take water within the irrigation allotment.
Rate of delivery is 8.5 gallons per minute (gpm)
4.5 cfs at the point of delivery for flood irrigators on an every other week schedule

The District crews contacted many of you this year for over use, and we found that some have Sys-
tems that are outdated or have not been maintained. During this off-season, we ask you all to assure
your system or flood ditch is in good repair and matches the District’s delivery allotment.

For those on pressurized systems, check for the double-valve system. The first valve, closest
to the District mainline, is for District use only. You need your own valve downstream for your own
use. Many folks have not kept their valves in repair or taken them out over the years. Please make
sure you have that double-valve system.

Flood irrigators—clean your ditches and fix your headgates so you can use your water to its
best use. Many folks need to work on their ditches and deliveries and are taking extra water in order
to cover their ground..

Gravity flow irrigators—Check your headgates and systems this offseason. Many of the steel
pipes are failing and need replacement. Headgate and screens at the canal are often your responsibil-
ity to maintain.

If you have any questions about your system, contact the District office and we will provide infor-
mation and direction to you.

BE SURE TO CHECK THE DISTRICT WEBSITE FOR UPDATED INFORMATION
AND FOR IDEAS ON HOW TO MAINTAIN AND CARE FOR YOUR SYSTEM. WIN-
TERIZING INFORMATION HAS JUST BEEN POSTED.

Westextension.com

How are your District payments used?
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