WATER START-UP

MAIN CANAL: It is too early to plan a
specific start-up day, as who knows what the
weather will do.  District crews plan to
have the upper main canal ready to run wa-
ter the week of March 15, and follow into
Boardman a few days to a week later. Those
irrigators needing to clean their headgate
areas or do any repair work on their screens
or outlets should have that work done by
March 14.

PUMP STATIONS: Start-up for the Irrigon
pressurized system and District’s pump sta-
tions is also weather dependent. Right now,
we are looking at the Week of April 5 as the
likely start-up date. The District will keep an
eye on the weather and soil moisture in order
to make the final decision.

Please contact the office in March or April
for an update or check the website:

www.westextension.com

To prepare for water start-up, make sure
your valve is closed. The District valve
should be left open. The District only shuts
its valve in case of emergencies.

OFFICE IS OPEN: You need to wear a
mask and we can have one customer at a
time, but we are Open!!!

Y
WEST EXTENSION IRRIGATION -
DISTRICT :
NEWSLETTER—FEBRUARY 2021 i

f

DISTRICT EMERGENCY NUMBERS
DAY -541-922-3814
EVE & WEEKENDS—541-314-0005

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG—Dial 811
Digsafelyoregon.com

FEE INCREASE

The Board of Directors made a tough decision
to increase the annual rates. There has not
been an O&M increase since 2015 and you can
imagine that our costs have continued to climb.
In 2015, we completed a $600,000 project to
upgrade the pump screens for the Irrigon pump-
ing stations and took out a loan . The follow-
ing year, we started piping the Boardman lat-
erals. While we have federal grants for the pip-
ing projects, they are matched with District la-
bor, equipment and funds. We are working off
a line of credit now and will need to take out a
loan before long. Here are the 2021 rates.

ANNUAL FEES:
Account Charge $ 380.00 per account
Per Acre Charge 55 .00 per acre

Pressurization Chg 27.50 per acre/min
IPS Improvement Chg 16.50 per acre/min
UPS Improvement Chg 11.50 per acre/min
Legal Account Fund 5.00 per acre/min

TWO VALVE SYSTEM: This is a reminder
that District deliveries require a two-valve sys-
tem. The first (District) valve is typically bur-
1ed. It is only for use and operation by District
crews. The landowner is required to have a
master shutoff valve beyond that for their use.
Repairs to District valves caused by irrigator
use will be billed back to the landowner.

In some of the older areas, such as Umatilla,
the landowners share a delivery line. There is
typically a shutoff at the head, off the canal.
Each landowner on that line must have a work-
ing master shut-off valve for their system.
Please assure that you do prior to water start-
up. Now is the time to install those valves.




quired to follow federal rules. One of these rules is an annual form that some landowners must file
with the District office prior to receiving water. These are called RRA Forms, for Reclamation Reform
Act. The Act was passed by Congress to keep track of who is receiving water using their federal facili-
ties.

If you meet any of the criteria listed below, you MUST file an RRA form with West Extension Irriga-
tion District and with every district that is a federal project in which you have (OWN, LEASE, RENT,
OPERATE, ETC.) land with water rights. Contact the WEID office to get the form. The filing thresh-
old (lowest number of owned water rights) differs for each district, so if you hold land in more than one
district you should contact each one individually. Also, if your status changes during the season (you
sell, buy, lease or operate additional land), you must notify the District and file a new form within 30
days.

Here is the disclaimer that the District is required to state, “Improperly filed forms or forms not filed
can lead to administrative fees charged to the landowner by the Bureau of Reclamation.”

In West Extension Irrigation District, the thresholds for RRA in year 2021 are:

Qualified Recipient
Individuals 240 acres
Entities with 25 or less natural persons 240 acres

Limited Recipient
Entities with 26 or more natural persons 40 acres

Public Entities 40 acres
Landowners who lease from a Public Entity must report the leased land as if it is owned. Leased land is
added into your total acres for determination of filing status.

Trusts / Estates
Benefiting 25 or less natural persons 240 acres
Benefiting 26 or more natural persons 40 acres
All trusts must be approved by Reclamation, regardless of the size of their landholding. Please contact the
office if your property is held in a trust and you have not already submitted a copy of your trust documents.

Farm Operators 960 acres
If you feel you are in this category, or if you are a landowner who contracts with someone who might be
considered a Farm Operator, please check with the office to verify the status of the forms requirements.

Indirect Landholders (partners / stockholders / part-owners in entities)
Your filing status is dependent on several things. Please contact the office.

For any questions, please contact Lisa at WEID office .
541-922-3814 or lisa@westextension.com




